4       THE STANDARD OF VALUE    CH.
Government as a guide to its officers in the collection of revenue and tribute as well as in making payments, and the same ratio would naturally be followed in the settlement of disputes between private persons.
The plan of using coined money had not been devised when this ratio came into existence, and gold and silver circulated by weight. Under such conditions, a definite weight of silver bore an awkward relation in value to the same weight of gold at the ratio of 13-^ to one, but this inconvenience was obviated by the adoption of different units of weight in weighing gold and silver, these units being so related to each other that the talent, mina, or shekel, of gold was equal in value to an even number of silver talents, minae, or shekels.
There seems no doubt that the units of weight were in later years adjusted to each other in such manner as to make (say) 10 units of weight in silver equal to one unit of weight in gold at the ratio of 13J to one, but it is possible that the ratio of 13^ to one was in the first instance the outcome of the existence of different units of weight.
If we assume, as is very probable, that the use of gold and silver as Media of Exchange sprang up separately in different countries, and that each metal was weighed by the unit of weight of the country in which it was ifsed, it will be obvious that when intercourse began